
The Warner Chamber in the Nebraska 
State Capitol was the location of the 
official proclamation presentation by 
Lieutenant Governor Rick Sheehy to 
assembled members of the Nebraska 
Entrepreneurship Task Force (NET-
Force).   
 
Gregg Christensen, as Nebraskaõs 
representative to the Consortium for 
Entrepreneurship Education, serves as 
the State Leadership Team Coordinator 
for Nebraska Entrepreneurship Week 
activities and introduced the members of 
NET-Force who were present.   
 
Those in attendance included: 
 
Monica BraunñCenter for Rural 
Affairs-Rural Enterprise Assistance 
Project 
  
Jeff ChristensenñNortheast Nebraska 
Economic Development District 
 
Nancy EberleñUNL 4-H Extension 
 
Rose JaspersenñNebraska Enterprise 
Fund 

 
Karen MavropoulosñMicro business 
Training and Development 
Catholic Charities 
 
Elizabeth MartinñGROW Nebraska 
 
Glennis McClureñNebraska Enterprise 
Fund  
 
Tim Mittan ñSoutheast Community 
College Center for Entrepreneurship &  
Chairperson of  NET-Force 
 
Jeff ReynoldsñCenter for Rural Affairs 
 
Holly SissonñNortheast Nebraska 
Economic Development District 
 
Kathleen ThorntonñNebraska Center 
for Entrepreneurship, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln 
 

Diane VignañUniversity of Nebraska-
Lincoln 
 
This is the third annual National 
Entrepreneurship Week and Nebraska 
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Weõre on the web! 

www.nde.state.ne.us/entreped/  

Governor Dave Heineman Proclaims February 21-28, 2009 
Entrepreneurship Week in Nebraska 
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has been of the lead states in celebrating this major 
event.  In fact, former Congressman Tom Osborne 
co-sponsored the House of Representatives 
resolution that first established the celebration as the 
last week in February of each year. 

The Nebraska Entrepreneurship Task Force is a 
coalition of collaborating educational institutions and 
agencies (K-12 schools &  2 and 4-year 
postsecondary colleges and universities) , economic 
development groups, and other entrepreneurship 
advocates. 
 
The mission of NET-Force is to Educate, Engage, 
and Empower Entrepreneurs through a diverse and 
ever-growing array of program offerings, activities, 
and advocacy at the local, regional, and state levels.    
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National Entrepreneurship Week in Nebraska 

Proclaimed as February 21 -28, 2009  

Members of the Nebraska Entrepreneurship Task Force 

surround Lieutenant Governor Rick Sheehy (pictured 

holding the proclamation) as February 21-28, 2009 is 

proclaimed Nebraska Entrepreneurship Week. 

Small Business trends for 2009  

USA Today  recently featured an article about what 
they believe are the top ten small business trends we 
are likely to see unfold in 2009.   
 
As you might anticipate, the dramatic downturn in 
the global economy is driving some, if not all, of 
these trends.  In fact, the top trend isé.drum roll 
please, òEconomic Tumult.ó  OK, maybe thatõs 
stating the obvious. 
 
Given that, what are the next few top trends? 

Innovationñbusiness innovation tends to 
expand as the economy contracts.   

Social Networkingñbusinesses both large and 
small are beginning to use Facebook as a key 
marketing tool. 

Shoestring MarketingñMaking every penny 
count and being creative with marketing $ is BIG 

Web 2.0 (interactive Internet where the content is 
user-created) - entrepreneurs are creating viral 
videos to reach a wider audience. 


