
 

4-H entrepreneurship camps engaged 
young people across the state in 
exploring entrepreneurship as a career 
option this summer. 
 

U s i n g  t h e 
E n t r e p r e n e u r S h i p 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n 
curriculum as the 
foundation, young 
people were given the 
opportunity to meet 

local entrepreneurs, explore their own 
strengths and talents, and develop a 
business based on those strengths and 
interests. Read on to learn more about 
two of the ESI camps! 
 

Butler County 4-H Hosts Another 
Successful ESI Discovery Zone 
Camp 
 
Last year, Butler County held one of the 
pilot EntrepreneurShip Investigation 
(ESI) summer camps and it was a great 
success.  

 
Because of 
t h a t 
s u c c e s s , 
David City 
played host 
a g a i n 
during the 
week of 

June 8th-11th. The camps use the new 
ESI curriculum as the foundation for the 
camp and bring in lots of local 

entrepreneurs to share their stories. And, 
this year, StrengthsExplorer has been 
added to the ESI experience. 
 
Campers had a great time learning about 
entrepreneurship while actually 
developing their own products and then 
selling them at the end of the camp. 
 
Each day of the camp had a specific 
theme so read on to share the excitement 
experienced by the campers. 
 

Da y  1ðI n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n 
Entrepreneur 
 
The nervous campers had a chance to get 
to know one another and relax with a 
welcome and ice breakers, followed by 
taking the Gallup StrengthsExplorer 
instrument.  

StrengthsExplorer is an exciting and fun 
way for middle school aged youth to 
discover their top strengths. And, the 
campers loved it! 
 
Then they began digging into what it 
takes to be an entrepreneur and 
investigating the entrepreneur profile. An 
important aspect of the camp was to 
investigate òthe entrepreneur down the 
blockó by visiting local entrepreneurs and 
having them speak throughout the four 
days. 
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During the morning they also thought about the risks 
taken by entrepreneurs, used Google Earth to see how 
communities have changed, and peeked into the 
future.  
 
After a lunch break, they delved into òIõm Bored, Our 
Community Needs This,ó uncovered their own new 
business ideas and chose one to pursue during the 
camp. The day ended with a celebration and the 
announcement that they were now ESI Explorers. 
 

Day 2ð Developing the Business 
 
Day two dawned 
bright and early as 
t h e y  m e t 
entrepreneurs and 
exp lo red  the 
importance of 
listening to their 
own personal 
consciences and 
the importance of 
reputation to a 
businessõs success.  
 

Linked to that theme, of course, was a look at the 
difference that they personally can make, how to sell 
themselves and their ideas, and the important role that 
customer service plays. 
 
Later in the morning they wrote a business 
description, identified their competitive advantage, 
keyed in on their target audiences, and thought 
carefully about where there customer base would 
come from. Creativity came to the forefront as they 
brainstormed business names, slogans, and logos, and 
then developed business cards. 
 
The afternoon was spent developing a product supply 
list so that their parents could purchase them that 
evening. After that it was Field Trip Time and a return 
to David City by 3:00, tired by enthusiastic about all 
they had learned. 
 

 
 

Day 3 ð Your Business Inspection 
 
The day again began with meeting entrepreneurs and 
learning about budgeting, funding sources, and how to 
stay in business (and out of court). Copyright, taxes 
and other legal òstuffó were real eye-openers for the 
campers. 
 
Then it was on to product development and working 
in teams on their products and costs, spending time 
assembling and making the products, collecting and 
organizing clues, tracking their expenses, and 
developing an income statement and balance sheet for 
the businesses. And, the nitty gritty details of writing a 
check, completing receipts, and recordkeeping were 
investigated as well. 
 
Another field trip to investigate more local businesses 
followed in the afternoon then it was heading home 
time. 
 

Day 4 ð ESI Market and What about 
Nebraska?  

 
Day four was all about the ESI 
Market and digging deep into what 
Nebraska has to offer.  
 
That morning they met more local 
entrepreneurs and learned about 
small town opportunities, worked 
more on their products, and used 
the òNo Place like Nebraskaó 
online tool on the ESI website to 
explore how much it costs to live in 
Nebraska compared to other 
locations around the U.S.  

 
The rest of the morning was spent on a bit of review 
on customer service, preparing for the ESI Market, 
and getting their cash boxes ready for when customers 
would begin to arrive during lunch. 
 
And, at last, it was ESI Market time!   The ESI Market 
Place was set up at Winfields on D Street in David 
City during lunch time (12:00-1:30 p.m.) so that 
customers could view their wares.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Local newspaper editor talks 
marketing and publicity. 
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The young entrepreneurs were off and running selling 
what they had created during the camp!  After a 
successful sales period, they added up their sales, 
determined their profits (or losses) and paid the bills. 
 
Celebration was in order and each ESI camper was 
pronounced an ESI Detective and they were sent 
home with a feeling of achievement and a whole new 
appreciation for entrepreneurs and living in Nebraska. 
 

Central Community College-Columbus 
Hosts 4-H ESI Discovery Zone 
Entrepreneurship Camp from July 20-22 
 
An ESI camp was also hosted at Central Community 
College beginning on July 20 and concluding on the 
22nd. This one was a three-day E-camp experience. 
 
The program was action-packed, engaging, and kept 
the students learning, moving and thinking about 
becoming an entrepreneur throughout the three days. 
 
Day 1 focused on Investigating the Entrepreneur. 
Camp leaders Nancy Eberle, Dennis Kahl, and Doris 
Lux kept the E-campers in constant motion through 
an array of experiential learning exercises and the 

chance to hear from entrepreneurs and touring local 
businesses.  
 
A unique aspect of the first day, just as in Butler 
Countyõs camp, was that the participants were among 
the first to be able to access the Gallup 
StrengthsExplorer instrument that is a new part of 
Unit One of ESI. 
 
Day 2 found the ESI camp participations busy with 
Your Business Inspection. Exploring the importance 
of ethics and strong customer relations was a major 
theme running throughout the morning.  
 
Then real-world activities occupied the budding 
entrepreneurs as they identified target markets, 
brainstormed business names, slogans, and logos, and 
developed business cards for their businesses.  
 
Campers developed a one-page promotional flyer, 
created supplies lists, explored e-commerce, and 
gained an understanding of the importance of knowing 
about legal matters such as copyrights, taxes, and other 
legal òthingsó that are often overlooked.  

 
A n d ,  t h e 
importance of 
financing, pricing, 
and  p roduc t 
development was 
reinforced in the 
afternoon as well. 
Then it was on to 
d o w n t o w n 
Columbus to visit 
an array of 
businesses, back 

to the campus for dinner and more work on product 
development and support systems, and the 
opportunity to hear from an internet-based 
entrepreneur. 
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ESI Campers offer their amazing wares in David City 
during the last day of the Camp and taste buds were 
tingling!  

Discussing finances for a new 
business start up. 

Begin and end your strategy with a clear 
understanding of your customer. 

�² Corey V. Torrnece, Animax Entertainment 
(Fast Company, September 2009 


