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TTeeaacchhiinngg  EEmmbbrryyoollooggyy  
GGeettttiinngg  SSttaarrtteedd  

This packet contains the resources and information needed to teach the 
Embryology School Enrichment Program. It was developed by Extension 
Assistants and Educators with Nebraska Extension 4-H Youth Development. 
Prior knowledge of embryology is not required.  The program will take about 
four weeks, beginning when the eggs are placed into the incubator, and 
continuing until the chicks have hatched and are ready to go to a new home.  

Each lesson or part of the program may be used as stand-alone sections as 
needed. 

TTaarrggeett  AAuuddiieennccee  

Third through fifth grades 

CCllaassss  SSiizzee  

The program will work for any size class. 

TTiimmee  RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  LLeessssoonnss  

Lesson 1: Egg Discovery (Day 1): This lesson starts the program. (30 minutes)  
Lesson 2: Build-A-Chick (Can take place between Day 2 to Day 20 of 
incubation) (45 minutes) 
Lesson 3: Inside the Shell (Can take place between Day 7 to Day 10 of 
incubation) (20-30 minutes)  
Lesson 4: Farm-to-Table-Poultry (Can take place after Day 21 of incubation) 
(35-40 minutes) 

UUttiilliizziinngg  tthhee  LLeessssoonnss  

There are four lessons in Embryology 101. Egg Discovery and Inside the Shell 
are required for a successful embryology program. Build-a-Chick and Farm-to-
Table-Poultry are optional lessons to enhance students’ experience of the 
program. Below are some options of how to use the different lessons. 

− Extension staff teach all four lessons throughout the four-week program. 
− Extension staff teach the two required lessons (Egg Discovery and Inside 

the Shell). 
− Extension staff teach the two required lessons (Egg Discovery and Inside 

the Shell) and provide the other two lessons (Build-a-Chick and Farm-to-
Table-Poultry) for teachers to teach on their own. 
 

VViiddeeooss  ooff  tthhee  LLeessssoonnss  

• The Neb raska D ep artm ent of A griculture – E gg and P oultry D ivision 

sup p orts Neb raska E xtension’s E m b ryology S chool E nrichm ent with The 

E gg Reader.  This is a great p iece for 3rd-5th grade students to learn a 

b it m ore ab out the E gg Industry. 

• A n em ail is sent out in late sp ring requesting the num b er of E gg Read-

er’s needed for your county.  
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The Nebraska Department of Agriculture – Egg and Poultry Division 
supports Nebraska Extension’s Embryology School Enrichment with The 
Egg Reader.  This is a great piece for 3rd-5th grade students to learn a bit 
more about the Egg Industry.

An email is sent out in late spring requesting the number of Egg Reader’s 
needed for your county. 


